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=. {ion to his great designs in one instance, it is an earn- | his promise to Abram, chose to display his miglity pow 
lest of their complete triumph over all the obstacles ler in triumphing over the greatest difficulties, that the 
that can arise to prevent the full accomplishment of accomplishment of it, in no instance, might seem im- 
his designs, in every instance. Some persons who op- | probable. The same power which triumphed in the 
pose the doctrine of universal restoration, conteud, ; fulfilment of the promise in this first instance, will tri- 
that so far as relates to God’s chosen people, his coun- | umph in the fulfilment of all that it contains. 
sel shall stand, and he will doall his pleasure, that | Isaac, even before he was born, was chosen ofthe 
nothing on earth or hell can prevent their being finally | Lord, to stand related to him, by a peculiar covenant, 
Dear Sir,— From the faithful records of the dispen-| hrought-to enjoy all the grace and glory which he in- | and to be heir with Abram of the same promise, Gen. 
sations and dealings of God with his creatures in ages! tended they should enjoy; but as to the rest of man- xvii. 7, and 19, Heb, ix. 9. Jehovah chose him to 
past, from the sure word of prophecy, by which we| kind, (they seem to think,) whatever kindness the | be the progenitor of the peculiar seed, he renewed the 
are informed of what shall take place in ages to come,} Lord may have towards them, whatever gracious de- manifestations and promise to him, which he had be- 
from the holy Scriptures at large, we may learn this| signs he may have formed for their happiness, they fore afforded to his father, Gen. xxi. 12. xxvi. 2, 3, 4, 
grand truth, that the end to which Jehovah will ulti-| have rendered, and will render absolutely useless, | aud throughout treated him as an object of his peculiar 
mately conduct al! his creatures, the state in which| have defeated his designs, and will forever do so; choice and favor. The peculiarity of the divine con- 
he will finally place them, is the same to which he in-| therefore, his counsel respecting them must totally fall | duct toward Isaac, is so evident, and the distinguishing 
tended bringing then, and in which he determined they | to the ground, his pleasure never be done. According | nature of the blessings conferred upon him, so manifest, 
should be placed, when he first gave them existence. | to which, all the steps God hath taken for the recov- that I know not how either the one or the other can be 
‘To that end all the dispensations of providence and of! ery of multitudes of his creatures, will to all eternity questioned. He was not only distinguished by the pe- 
grace, of mercy and of judgment, running through suc-| be lost labour, whatever he hath done, or ever shall do, | culiar favors which the Almighty bestowed upon him 
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cessive ages, to the final consummation. are,and ever| to or for them, either in mercy or in judgment, will be from men in general, but from Ishmael, who was equa!- 


will be subservient. When we view any particular | ;vilfe nugatory, never producing the effect which he de- ly Abram’s son, in particular. He-was a child of pro- 
dispensation of the Most High, or contemplate his deal-| sired. It may fairly be demanded, bow it can be, that | mise, and the promise-fulfilliog God did every thing 





ings with any particular part of his creatures, we | infinite wis lom should succeed so well in the choice | ‘or him that could make him appear an eminent object 


aught to remewher that we have before us in that in-| of means to accomplish the divine purposes in the one 

stance, only a part of the asionishing system of di-| case, yet prove totally unsuccessful in the other ; that 
. } a 

vine government which comprehends all creatures, | eternal power should be able to place the divine coun 


periods, and events, in all their circumstances, and 
combines them together in one amazing whole; which 
in its developement, will display every divine perfec 
tion, and lay open every source of improvement and 
happiness, for the perfecting of every derived exist- 
ence inthe universe. ‘The dispensations of God which 
have heen unfolded, and those which remain to be un- 
folded in the fulness of times, are not final ends, but 
means leading to one great and u!timate end: they are 
distinct, yet connected branches of that absolutely per- 
fect plan of divine operations which originated in infi- 


sel immovable on its basis in the one instance, and not 
to be able to prevent its falling prostrate, and dashing 
itself in pieces, like the Philistine god, in the other ; 
that divine love should employ all the resources of wis- 





dom and power, to pursue, recover, bring to its em- 
braces its objects, and perform all its pleasure upon | 
them in the one case, yet never recover, embrace, or | 
perform its pleasure, upon those who are loved by God, 
in the other? 

It has sometimes been demanded, with an air of tri- 





umph, by what means the wicked, who die in their 


of his peculiar regard. | see not how any one, with 
the case of Isaac before him, can fairly dewy that 
particular election, and peculiar favor, are compre- 
hended in the divine dispensations. 

It may be asked, how the non-election of Ismaet, 
and his deprivation of the special favors bestowed upon 
Isaac, cau be reconciled with the supposition of his be- 
ing an object of the divine love, and with the supposed 
beneficent tendency of such peculiar dispensations ?— 
Before | answer this inquiry, | would propose several 
others. Are not all the dispensations of God arranged 
and cembined together in one perfect system, with the 
most consummate wisdom? Is not the design of the 
whole system of the divine operations, consequently of 


nite love, is carried ov by nnerring wisdom, almighty | sins, will be recovered, and how it can be expected each particular part, to produce the greatest and most 


power, and unbounded goodness, and which must is- that any means should be effectual, after the gospel, ubviversal good to the creation at large? Was not the 
fue in Gail’s being all in all. If these remarks be just, with all its blessings, is found to have no effect upon choosing and distinguishing an individual, at the time, 





we may reason from them as given premises, should | them? Without stopping to point out what means and in the manner, in which God chose and distin- 
we meet with an instance of God's having chosen in- ; will be employed for the effecting of this great purpose, | S¥ished Isaac, a necessary step in the wonderful con- 
dividuals, and endowed them with special favors,’ jt is sufficient for my present design to observe, that if catepation of events, by which all the truth and grace 
without his having avowed, at the same time, that his their restoration be an event foretold in the Scriptures, |of Jehovah should be brought to light, a step with 
design in the hestowment of such peculiar grace, was; we may rest satisfied that infinite wisdom will find which stood connected, and on which, in some sort, 


the general good of his creatures : for if enough be said | means, eternal power adopt them, immutable love di- | depended, the developement of the whole economy of 


in the scriptures to establish the foregoing view of the rect them to the benevolent end, and the absolute faith- \divine love? If such a step was necessary to the car- 
divine government, it must be applicable in every par- | fulness of God, for his immortal honour, secure their rying into effect the plans of divine wisdom and love. 
lienlaz case. | efficacy. The fact is, men are slow of heart to believe | which had for their object the happiness of the world, 

In my last Letter, | attempted to prove that Abram that events will take place, the efficient cause of which | bow could it be otherwise than beneficent to Ishmael 
was chosen of God, and made an object of his peculiar | ys to be found, neither in nature, nor in existing cir- | avd his posterity, as a part of the world; or otherwise 
favor; that his being chosen to become a recipient of cumstances; thus it was with Abram and his wife,|than compatible with the love of Godto him? Can 
special blessings, was a step towards the blessing of, much as they desired a son, positively as God had| We negative any one of the above questions, without 





all the families of the earth ; that the promise made | promised them a numerous progeny, they still demur- | virtually denying the infinite wisdom and & 
t P progens y 3 goodness of 


to him extends to his seed, both natural and spiritual, red, they knew not how to conceive it credible or pos- | God? 
and that as the dealing of God with him, was a step | sible, that, at their time of life, they should be blessed Though Ishmael and his posterity were not chosen 
towards the blessing of all mankind, so the choice of, | with offspring. After having spent the prime of their and distinguished io the same manner as Isaac and his 
aed divine favors hestowed upon his seed, are succes- | days childless, when arrived at such an age that na- | posterity, yet that his and their greatest advantage was 
“ive steps leading to the same end. We shall, in this | ture itself, and all the existing circumstances, seemed comprehended in such peculiar dispensations, is, | 
Letter, attempt to show how the same gracious plan to forbid all expectation of Sarah’s having a child, the think, capable of the fullest proof, not only from the 
was carried forward, by the dealings of Jehovah with , Most High, contrary to the usual course of things, not- general principles argued above, but also from express 
his descendants Isanc and Ishmael. withstanding the obstacles which existed were insur- declarations of Scripture. Before Ishmael was born, 
Jebovah who chose and resolved to bless Abram and | mountable to every thing but divine power, visited Sa- Jehovah gave his mother a promise concerning bim 
his seed, likewise resolved to bless all families of the| rah, and she brought forth the child of promise. God 24 his posterity, Gen. xvi. 10, 12. Before lanae was 
earth in him: the same wisdom, power, love, and | could have made Sarah fruitful before, she might have | born, the Lord declared he had blessed Ishmael ; the 
faithfulness, hy which the one is accomplished, are had a son, ere such circumstances existed as seemed | @¢claration was made at the very time when the coves 
equally engaged to effect the other: therefore, when | to render such an event impossible ; but it seems Je- nant of peculiarity was declared to attach to the for- 
we see the divine perfections overcoming all opposi- | huvah, in the first step towards the accomplishment of ™€!, which showed that the peculiar favors reserved 
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for the gue, did not prevent the bestowment of the | since, | met with a passage which I confess I have been 
blessing of God upon the other: the latter, as well as| unable to reconcile with your premises. See Luke 
the former, was comprehended in the covenant made! xiv. 13, 14. ‘But when thou makesta feast, call the 
with Abrain, for be received the sign of it in his flesh, poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind; and thou 
which ha@ he got done, he would vet have broken the shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee 
covenamt, Gen. xvii. but to talk of any man’s breaking | tor thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection ol 
a covenliat with which he has nothing to do, would be | the yrst.”” 

absurd, @F it be said that Ishmael was cast ovt of 4- | 
vram*s@emily, the reason of bis being cast out is evi- | 
dent, it was because he was found mocking at an- 
event Which ought to have made him rejoice. not the | 
pecaliarity of the Lord's conduct t» T-aac, Lut his ow: views. 
behaviour was the carse of his Keine cast out. Jeho recempensed (which implies previous merit, or wo: 
vah informed Abram, that though he was cast out, he periormed) ‘at the resurrection; (which convey: 
would not desert him, that he would make a vation of | me a serene beyond the shores of time :) it seems | 
him, which was'a Confirmation of the blessing before; bear hard against the notion that the moral gos 
pronounced tipon him : and we find, when the lad wae | ment of God over his creatures in this world, hae 
in distress in the wilderness, God hearkened unto his!regard to the future—that we are not to be reco 
voice, manifested tis tender care over him, aud renew- pensed there for any of our actions here. If sir, you 
ed his promise concerning him, Gev. xxi. ‘The parti | will reply to this through the Magazine, and give a 
cular conduct ef divine Providence towards the des-| rational explanation of the passage | have adduced, 
cendants of Ishmael, to the present day, forms a striking | which will correspond with those views of yours which 
exemplification of the truth of the scriptures, and| 1 have noticed abeve, you will gratify one wlio enter- 
proves that they have never been forgotten by the God | tains a high opinion of your sagacity, sincerity and 
of Abram. The posterity of Ishmael were not prevent- | usefulness: who now is, and hopes ever to be an 

ed participating in the scriptural advantages of the Honest InavurreER. 
former dispensation; the way was open for them to! 
become proselytes to it. Under the present dispensa- 
tion, the gospel, with all its blessings, is directed to | 
them as well as to the rest of mankind; and in the | 1+>The following is extracted from Mr. BALFouR’s 
universal restoration, their whole race must be com- | Worhaive obtained the deth- 
prehended. The avowed design of the Lord, inthe; 
peculiar blessing bestowed upon Isaac and his seed, | 
was the blessing or making happy all the nations of 
the earth, Gen. xxvi.3,4, which connects with the. 
election of that patriarch-and his descendants, and all 
the special favors bestowed upon him and them, the | We tben drop the discussion with Mr. S. for a mo- 
ultimate happivess of mankind at large. / |} ment, and proceed to consider all the texts in the Bi- 
Ishmael has been considered by many as one of those ‘ble where the expression, the day of judgment, occurs. 
whom God is supposed to have passed by, without any_ We shall take them up in the order they are found in 
design of blessing them; we have seen that this was the New Testament. ‘Ibe first place then, where the 
by no means the case; nor, in fact, has the Most High | expression, /he day of judgment occurs is, Mat. x. 15, 
any more deserted those who are not elected, or ceas- | “Verily I say unto you, it shall be more tolerable for 





the above text, [ should not have aldressed you up: 
the snbject ; presuming that it was susceptible 
construction which would pot militate against 5 
Rut since it is plainly asserted “thou shalt b< 


’ 
‘ 








REMARKS ON *“ THE DAY OF JUDGMENT.” 


Reply to Mr. SABINE. 
or’s liberty to republish it; and he proposes to ap- 
pend to it such other remarks as have since occured 


to him on that subject. 


— 


ia 





——> NEE = 


- a 
|kriscos.) But whoever supposed. tbat this €X pression 
referred to a day of general judgment at the end of 
this world, and thata jealous man would net spare 
' when it arrived ? Its meaning here needs no comment, 





: | may just-@etice, that the same werd rendered judg. 


| ment in the passages in the New Testament, is in this 
‘place traudlated rengeance. The question then is, 


If there had heen ambiguity in the phraseology of what day of judgment did our Lord referto? [t will 


be answered, the day of judgment at the end .of this 
but I ask, where is the proof of this? . The 
Greek phrase torbids such an interpretation. The 
same expression in the Seventy forbids it: The con. 
text of the passage forbids it: The contrast between 
ithe cities, who rejected the apostles, and the cities of 
And nothing, that I can perceite, 


‘world. 


| the plain fopoid it: 

be : 

jis iu its favor, but the assuned popular sense which 
| people have atliched to this expression. 
{ 
} 
j 


A day of 
| judgment was coming ep the Jewish nation. The day 
of venzeance when all things which were written were 


fulfilled. A day, when all the righteous blood shed 
upon the earin came on that generation. A day of 
vengeauce or judgment, the like of which had never 
been, nor again shall be; amd unless the Lord had short- 
ened it,vo flesh should have been saved, Aday in which it 
was more tolerable for Sodom and Gomerrah than for 
the city that rejected the apostles. As Jerusalem, 
their capital city, was chief in their rejection of Christ 
and those whom he sent, so here his vials of vengeance 
were chiefly poured out. This view of the subject is 
then in agreement with the fact. Besides, it is one 
temporal judgmeut contrasted withanother. But the 
common view of the expression, fhe day of judgment, 
is contrasting a temporal punishment with an eternal 
ove, and one in this world with ove ia the work! te 
come. We are aware of the objection likeiy to be« 
made here ; “*It is not said, it was more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah, but it shall be more tolerable 
for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judginent, re- 
fermug to a future punishment yet to be suffered.” — 
To save time and room we reier to the next passage, 
with others, for ap answer to this objection. 

‘Then be- 
gan he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty 


Mat. xi. 20—25, is the next passage. 








ed to design their happiness, then he deserted the son | 
of Hagar. 
The apostle Paul brings forward the case of Isaac 
and Ishmael, as allegorical, Gal. iv. upon which, at 
present, | shall make but this one remark ; if Isaac, 
the child of promise, was a type of all the children of 
promise, and if the election of, and blessings bestowed | 
npon the former, were steps towards the blessing of al! 
mankind, then the same thing may be concluded re- 


specting the choice of, and blessings bestowed upon 
the latter. 


! have not abridged this letter in the manner 1 in- 
‘ended, as you wished me not to do it. | remain, dear 
~ir, yours in the bonds of the gospel. 





























jim 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIS? MAGAZINE, 


Vo the Rev. Hosea Ballou, 


Dear Sir,—I think I have found the idea advanced 
in your writings, in more than one instance, that the 
happiness or misery of mankind in the future world, 
will not be pursuant to, nor the result of the moral 
eovernment of God over them in this world. Or, in 
other words,—that happiness or misery will not be re- 
compensed to men in the future mode of being,or future 
world, for their virtuous or vicious deeds in the pre- 
sent. Consequently, that you did not promise the 
iss of heaven, nor threaten the torments of a hell in 
»nother world, as incentives to godliness in this. Now, 
lear sir, | acknowledge that your proposition appeared 
o me at first view, to be perfectly reasonable and ten- 
vie, and that your ministry, so far as it regarded pro- 
vising and treateuing, was justifiable. But while 
jing the fourteenth chapter of Luke, a day or two 





the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judg-| works were done, because they repented not: Wo 
ment (en hemera kriseos) than for that city.” Mark | unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee Pethsaida! for if 


‘vi. 11, is the parallel text, which | need vot trans- | the mighty works which were doue in you had been 


cribe. On these passages let it be remarked, idone‘in Tyre and Sydon, they would have repented 
Ist. That these words were addressed by our Lord | long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But | say uuto you, 
to the twelve apostles when be commissioned them to it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the 


| ceive them. 


preach and to work miracles in his name. It is plain- 


‘ly supposed, that some of the cities to which they 


might go to preach and work miracles, would not re- 
In this case, when they departed they 
were to shake off the dust of their feet agaivst them, 
verse 14. The ministry of the apostles, during our 
Lord’s life, let it be remembered, was exclusively con- 
fined to the Jews. 
which did not receive them, was to be more severe in 
the day of judgment, than that which befe] Sodom and 
Gomorrah, when God destroyed them. I beg it to be 
noticed here, that the punishment of the cities of the 
plain, is not here contrasted with the punishment of 
all the wicked, bat only with that city, which rejected 
the ministry of the apostles. But all know that this is 
generalized and applied to all the wicked at the day 
ot judgment. 3. To what period then is a reference 
made by the phrase, ‘**The day of judgment?” Inan- 
swer to this let it be observed, that the Greek phrase, 
en hemera kriseos, is simply a duy of judgment, aud 
net as in our common version, /he day of judgmeot.— 
This we think will not be controverted. ‘his remark 
applies to ail the passages in which this phrase occurs. 
The Greek expression, is upifortaly the same in all 
the texts, with only one exception, which will be no- 
ticed in its place. Precisely the same expression is 
ouce used in the Greck version of the Seventy, Prov. 


vi. 34, ‘For jealousy is the rage of a man; therefore | when it came upon them. 


2d. The punishment of the city | 


day of judgment, (en hemera kriseos) than for you.— 
\nod thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, 
shall be brought down to hell: for it the mighty works 
which have been done in thee, had been done in Sod- 
om, it would have remained until this day. But Isay 
unto you, that it shall be more tolerable for the land 
of Sodom in the day of judgment, (en hemera kriseos) 
than for thee.” All will perceive, that the remarks 
,op the last passage equally apply here. ‘The Greek 
phrase is the same. Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Caper- 
naum, cities highly favored witb our Lord's preaching 
and miracles, are upbraided witb their unbelief and 
rejection of him. ‘Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom, are here 
contrasted with those cities. ‘The contrast as in the 
last text, is not between the punishment of Tyre, Si- 
don, and Sodom at the day of judgment, and all wick- 
ed men, but, between those cities and the cities which 
had been favored with our Lords ministry. ‘The pun- 
ishment, as in the former text, was to be more tolera- 
ble for the former than for the latter. As the spiritual 
advantages had been greater, the punishment would 
be more severe. The same advantages would have 
produced repentance in the peopie, and saved Tyre, 
Sidon, and Sodom from the judgment of God which 
came upon them. The passage contains a prediction 
of what would be the fate of the cities which saw his 
mighty works but repented vot, at a day of judgment 








Vi hat this day of judgment 


i , 
he will not spare in the day oi vengeace. (en hemera |is we have seen from the last passage, aud need not 








~ UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, . 


be again repeated. ‘lt is very evident from the con- | of a day of judgment must be given up as taught in 
h passages, that ‘our Lord’s distourse had a | ‘hem. The texts, their contexts, and all the circam- 
xt. erences to the Jewish nation? and to thos: | stances mentioned forbid it; and when these things are 
sora oe the gospel of the kingd@ was preach- | onsidered, the above objection bas no weight against 
pean i vitaoteb performed, bot were botFejeei er by - view which we have advanced. 
— a The-objection stated on the’ ratt passage Nat. xii. 36, is the next passage; “But I say unto 
oe nse agi@inst the one before ‘us Mich I shalf| you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they 
ee tise ot ewedietder: It is this, ¥1t isthof said, it} shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.” 
wed esbaaiedibld for “odom, &c. but it shall be more | (in hemera kriseos ) On this passage let it be notic- 
pe fie for Sodom and Gomorah in the day of judg-joc, Ist. That “the day of judsment” mentioned, is the 
pos ‘this objection, together with the definite ar- os JanEmant, and the judgment spoken of, verses 
ticle, has led people to conclude, that the day of jucg- 11. 42. “The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment 
‘ent referred to the end of this world. In answer to ly this generation, and shall condemg it, because 
bisa observe, they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and behold 
y he That this objection arises from overlooking the ,@ greater than Jonas is here. The queen of the south 
explanation which our Lord gives of his own meaning ‘ shall rise up in me judgment with this generation, and 
in the passage. In verses 22 and 24, he aays, it sha/l| shall condemn it; for she came from the uttermost 
be more.tolerable for Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom, ina day parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and 
of judgment, than for Choragin, Bethsaida, and Ca-/ behold, a greater than Solomon is here.” Luke xi. 
‘naum ; but he explains what hé means in verse 23,! 31, 32, is the parallel passage, which, to save room, | 
which intervens betwixt these*two verses. ‘*And thou | forbear transcribing. 
Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shall be It is easily seen, that Mr. S. in the above quotation, 
brought down to hell: for #f the mighty works which | considers all these expressions as referring to the same 
have heen done in thee. had been done iu Sodom, if judgment day. “Indeed this is allowed by all orthodox 
would have remained until this day.” That our Lord was people, so that there is no room left for debate. One 
not speaking of a punishment to the Sodomites at a day ‘judgment day they conceive is referred to, and this is 
of future judgment, but of the past judgment inflicted | to be a da¥ of universal judgment at the end of this 
on them, scems evident from the last part of this verse, | world. No one can .question, that “the‘day of judg- 
for it is said, Sodom “would hare remained until this, ment” verse 36, “judgment” verse 41, and “the judg- 
day,” had the mighty works been done init which had ment” verse 42, all refer to the same time and the 
been done in those othér cities. 2d. This objection | same punishment. ‘The evly question to be settled is 
implies that Tyre, Sidon, Sodom and other cities have | —is this a correct view of the passage ; Toshow that 
not yet been sofficiently judged ; but are again to be | any, or all the expressions refer to a different time and 
brought to trial at a day of general judgment at the | ponishment, overturns the whole fabric which has 





pernau 








end of this world. But is it not alse believed that all 
the wicked inhabitants of these cities were judged at 
death. and their fate decided to hell torments forever? 
If this be true, why judge them again? What rea 

sons can be given for a second judgment, or what val- , 
vable end can be served by it ? 3d. But this objec- ; 
tion proceeds on the principle, that bodies politic, or | 
cities are to be judged at a day of general judgment | 
at the end of this world. But Vir.Sabine denies,that this 
can he the case. He says page 33, **punishment may | 
be. inflicted on an individual fer his sins in a-future | 
state; op a people ora nation it cannot be so inflicted ; 
the punishment must be inflicted while their national 

character exists; in a future state nations or bodies 

politic cannot be subjects of retribution.’? But all must 

see, that in the above passages, cities, or bodies politic, | 
are spoken of ae the subjects of the judgment men- | 
tioned. According then to Mr. S.*s own account, the | 
judgment our Lord refers to must be in this world, a | 
temporal punishment for sins committed by the cities, | 
or bodies politic. 4th. But observe, that in the above 
passages, the people are not said to be punished at all, 
either as individuals or as bodies politic. It is only 
ssid, it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sudom 
ina day of judgment.’ And speaking of the people 
of Tyre and Sidon, it is said, verse 21, “they would 


have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes,” had 
they enjoyed the same advantages as Chorazin and 
Bethsaida. .It would not have been correct, to have 
said of lyre and Sidon, as of Sodom, that these cities 





“would have remained until this day,” for the sites of | 


those cities were not, like that of Sodom, destroyed. — | 
oth. In those passages, not a word is said, that thie’ 


day of judgment is to be at the end of this material | 


world, or, that at this day individuals or bodies politic, 
are to be brought up to the bar of God and judged a 
secoud tine. Such ideas have no foundation in the 
Passages, but are additions made to them by men in 
Support of a preconceived system. As the sin of ad- 
diug to the Bible, is equal to taking any thing from it, 


let us lay aside our preconceived opinions, and impar- 
tally examine what is the will of God in every part of 
The more critically, and carefully such passages 


it. 





are considered, we are persuaded the common opinion 


been built for ages on the expression **the day of judg- 
ment.” That this expression, referred tothe day of 


judgment, or vengeance, coming on the Jewish nation, 


we have in part seen from the preceding texts. This 
is still more apparent from this passage, for observe, 
2a. What our Lord says in the verses above quoted.— 
He does not say that the men of Nineveh and the 
queen of the south, shall rise up in the judgment, or 
the day of judgment, with the whole world or all the 
wicked. No: They snall ouly rise up in the judg- 
ment, he says, with this generation, namely, the gen- 
eration of Jews then living, by whom our Lord’s min- 
istry and miracles were rejected, This we think is in- 
disputable, and it shows, that by such expressions our 
Lord did net mean a day of general judgment at the 
end of time, but a day of judgment coming on that 
generation of the Jews. 3d. But in this passage, we 
have a more full aud conclusive answer to the objec- 
tion mention in the last text. There it was said, it 
shall be more toterable for Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom, at 
the day of judginent. Now notice, that in this text it 
is said, ** the men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment;” 
and the queen of the south shell rise up in the judg- 


‘ment with this generation,’ It is certainly as easy to 


perceive, how it should be more tolerable for such ci- 
ties when a day of judgment came on the Jewish na- 
tion, as how the Ninevites and queen of the south, 
should rise up at this day and condemn the Jews at 
their rejection of the Saviour. How did they rise up 


‘aod condemn them? Surely by the history of their 


conduct recorded in the Old Testament, and not by a 

literal rising up in the judgment. So the history of 
Sodom, Tyre, and Sidon showed, that it was more to]- 

erable for those cities, than fortbe Jews when the day 
of God’: jadgment or vengeamce came on them, as it 

did on that generation. 

Luke x. 12, 13, 14, is next in order. ‘‘But I say un- 
to you, that it shall be more tolerable in that day for 
Sodom than for that gjty. Wo unto thee, Chorazin ! 
Wo unto thee, Bethtaida! for if the mighty works 
had been done in Wyre and Sidon which have been 
done in you, they had a great while ago repented sit- 
ting in sackcloth and ashes. But it shall be more tol 
erable for Tyre and Sidoa at the judgment than for 


—_— | 
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you ! ‘Let it be noticed on this passage, that though 
the Greek phrase is not en hemera kriseos, a-slay, of 
judgment, as in the pregeding texts, hut en fe,kriset, 
at the judgment, yet al will allow, that the eyme judg- 
ment is referred to. Farther; let it be notigad,.that 
what is called “the day of judgment iy the preceding 
passages, and “the judgment,” versgs!4. ofgthigy.is.in 
verse 12 called ‘that day.” Now nothing cay ga,apore 
certain, than that the day of judgment which came on 


is expressty called ‘that day”’ in various passages of 
the New ‘Testament. Amovg . others | might 
quote, the following; Mat. xxiv. 36. Luke xxi. 34. 
Mat. vii. 22. Again notice, that what is said in this 
passage, was spoken by our Lord when he sent out the 
serenty disciples, and is similar to that spoken to the 
twelve in the texts already considered, It contains 
our Lord’s predictions, or declarations, concerning 
those cities which should reject them as the heralds of 
the kingdom of God, “It shall be mgre tolerable in 
that day for Sodom, and more toierable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the judgment,” than for the cities which re- 
fused their message. | may add, that. the sense our 
Lord attached to the words, ‘it shall be more tolera- 
ble,” is explained, verse 13, in the same way as alrea- 
dy noticed in the preceding passages, and need not be 
here repeated. Here, as there, our Lord was-predict- 
ing that when a day of punishment came on those ci- 
ties, which rejected the ministry of the seventy, it 
would be more severe than the punishment which 
came on Tyre, Sidon and Sodom, — 

Such then are all the passages in the four Gospels 
where this expression, (en hemera kriseos) the day of 
judgment, occurs. Before entering on the. texts 
where it is found in the epistles, we shall submit for 
consideration the following observation : 


Ist. It occurs just five times, and the Greek ex- 
pression is uniformly the same, not ‘he but a day of 
judgment. Few persons would have thought ofa day 
of general judgment at the end of this world, if the in- 
definite instead of the definite article had been used in 
the English version. It has also been seen from the a- 
bove texts, that the day.of judgment, the judgment, 
and that day, all refer to one and the same thing. 

2d. It is easily seen from all the above texts that 
our Lord was the speaker and that he addressed him- 
selfto Jews. Not only so, but ali the above texts with 
their contexts and the circumstances connected with 
this expression, show that it had a particular reference 
to a day of judgment or vengeance coming on that gen- 
eration of the Jews. A day of judgment did come 
on them which exceeded God’s judgments on Tyre, 
Sidon, and Sodom, as is seen from Mat. xxiv. Luke 
xxi. and Mark xiii. and is confirmed by Josephus their 
historian. 


3d. | do not find that the apostles in preaching to 
the Gentiles, speak as our Lord did of the day of judg- 
ment. In preaching at Corinth, Athens, Ephesus, o1 
any other Gentile city, we never find them say as our 
Lord did, that it should be more tolerable for Tyre. 
Sidon, or Sodom, than for them if they did not receive 
their message. No; nor do we find them in preaching 
to the mullitude, or in speaking to individuals, give 
descriptions of, or warvings about a general jaidement 
day at the end of time, as is common witb preachers in 
ourday. Does not this confirm the views which have 
been stated in the above pastages 2 


4th. Neither do we find the aposties.in their epistles 
to the churches among the Gentiles speak of the day 
of judgment as our Lord did in the passages which 
have been considered.. To whomsoever, the episties 
were addtessed, Peter and John are the only writers 
who make mention of the day of judgment, as our Lord 
did. We shall presently see, that the passages ia. 
their epistles strong!y confirm the views we have ad: 
vanced about this day of judgment. 





(To be Continued.) 





the Jews at the destruction of their city and temple,, 
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By Rev. Jonn 


Can the angels rejoice over the infelicity of man ?— 
They sang when earth rose from chaos and man from 
ciag under the plastic hand of God, and their song 
was not unmeaning, as God is never worshipped, but 
in spirit and in truth. They must have seen benevo- 
leuce in the creation and destiny of man, and that he 
would ultimately display the glory of his Creator, or 
the morning stars could not sing together, nor all the 
sons of God shout for joy. They rejoiced when Christ 
came to save our race, and sang glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will towards men. 
‘The cause of their praises is given in the following 
language ; and the angel said unto them, ‘Fear not ; 
for, behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day, 
in the city of David, a Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord.’’ Why should the angels take pleasure in the 
advent of Jesus, why should they be delighted 
that the good tidings of great joy should be to all peo- 
ple, and why did they praise God in the highest for 
this disclosure of love to our race, unless they feel deep 
interest in the salvation of man? If they knew on the 
morning of the creation that some of the human fam- 
ily would sin and weep forever, or if they understood 
that the coming of Jesus would incalculably aggravate 
the doom of the non-elect, how could they hymn praise 
to God in both cases, with clear foresight of eternal 
rebellion and unceasing agony ? especially as ‘there is 
joy in the presence of the angels of God, over one sin- 
ner that repenteth ”’ As this increase of joy is produc- 
ed by penitence and return to virtue, it is certain they 
are deeply concerned for our salvation, and that they 
consider God honored when sin is destroyed, or man 
issaved. Butif their souls expand with great joy at 
the return of one rebel, how ecstatic, how unutterable 
must be the rapture that would fill their hearts, should 
every sinner return, all moral evil be exterminated and 
a morn of cloudless beauty dawn over a ransomed 
world? The angels of God must feel and act consis- 
tently ; how then can they manifest the highest pleas- 
ure in the destruction of wickedvess and the salvation 
of sinners, and yet rejoice that sin and misery shall last 
long as God is God? If they cau delight both inthe 
extirpation and the endless continuance of moral evil, 
it would seem that they are not uniform friends of ho- 
liness, that they are not entirely conformed to God. 
In a word if they were gladdened that the good tid- 
ings were for all people, and that there was good will 
towards man, how can they hymn the song of thanks- 
giving, when the gospel proves an infinite evilto some, 
and the good will towards some is eternal vengeance ? 





¥OR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
A QUESTION CONSIDERED. 


Was Dr. Buair a believer. in Universal Salvation ? 
That this question should be answered in the affirma- 
tive might be safely inferred from the following, found 
in his 24th Sermon, if he had uot used some other ex- 
pressions in his sermons, which indicate a different sen- 
timent. These are his words: “It is much to be la- 
mented, that, among all denominations of christians, 
the uncharitable spirit has pre sailed, of unwarrantably 
circumscribing the terms of divine grace within a nar- 
row circle of their own drawing. ‘The one half of the 
christian world bas often doomed the other, without 
mercy, to eternal perdition. Without the pale of that 
church to which each sect belongs, they seem to hold 
it impossible for salvation to be attained. But is this 
the genuine spirit of the gospel ? Can a christian be- 
lieve the effects of the sufferings of Christ to be no 
greater than these! For this did the Son of God de- 
cend from the highest heavens, and pour out his soul 
unto the death, that only a few, who adopt the same 





O<PThe following is an Extract of a Sermon preached 


mode of expression, and join in the same forms of wor- 

ship with us, might he brought to the kingdom of 
heaven? Is this all fhe deliverance he has wrought 

upon the earth 2 He was with child ; he was in pain ; | 
and shallhe not see of the travail of his soul and be sat- | 
isfied? Surely, the scripture has given us full ground | 
to conclude, that the trophies of the Redeemer’s grace 

shall correspond to the greatness of his power.” 

It seems next to impossible to understand how the 
foregoing quotation can be rendered so as to accord 
with limited salvation, for no one will pretend that Dr. 
Blair would limit the power of the Redeemer. 

But some may object, and contend, that this emi- 
nent divine has used expressions, in his sermons, which 
indicate that he believed in the common doctrine of 
endless misery. To this, again, it may be said, that it 
would be much easier to reconcile all such expres- 
sions, with the opinion that the whole human family 
will, finally, be made the happy subjects of salvation, 
than to reconcile the above quotation to any limita- 
tion of the trophies of the Redeemer’s grace, so long as 
these are to correspond to the greatness of his pow- 
er. H. B. 





——— 


From the Gospel Inquirer. 


“If I believed that all men would be saved, I] would nol 
“As 


death leaves us, judgment will find us ;—ihere is no 


hesitate to commit all manner of iniquity.” 


change after dealh.”,—ORTHODOXY. 


Some men confess that nought prevents 
Their practicing all evil, 

Save that they fear *tis Heaven’s intent 
To give them to the devil. 


The love of God, they freely state, 
Withholds them not from sinning ;— 
Nought but the fear of torment great— 

Ne’er ending—e’er beginning. 


They also hold that when God’s power 
Shall burst death’s bands which bind them, 
As they were in their mortal hour, 
So will the judgment find them. 


If, when th’ archangel’s trump shal! sound, 
They find their sins furgiven— 

Ifthen they find that grace abounds, 
And makes them heirs of Heaven— 


If then they find their bliss secure, 
It surely will content them ; 

No more distress will they endure— 
No fear of hell torment them. 


Then, fearing neither wrath nor curse, 
They will use each endeavor 

To take their fil! of joy—and thus 
Go on, and sin forever. 


ee 


Ob, their’s must be a blessed state, 
Affording rich enjoyment : 

Their portion—bliss in Heaven's gate— 
And sinning, their employment. 





Lvcivs. 
a. 


THE DEDICATION, 


Of the New Universalist Meeting-House at Nan- 
tucket, probably took place on Thursday last. 























MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 


By Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. John M. Haascom to Miss 
Ann Woodman. | 


By Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Augustus Crosby to Mrs. 
Hannah Wyman. 

By Rev. Mr. Eaton, Mr. Wm. Mair to Miss Rebec- 
ca Hemingway, both of this city. 
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In Cambridge, on Sunday evening last, by Rey. ivr, 
Holmes, Mr. Jona. Hyde, Jun. merchant, of Charles- 
town, to Miss Experience Dawa, of the former place. 

In Dorchester, Mr. Fdmond P. Tileston, to Miss Sq. 
rah McLane Boice. 








DIED IN THIS CITY, 


Walter Wesley, son of Mr. Abner and Mrs. Sophia 
House, aged 2 years. 

On Sunday morning last, Mrs. Mary, wife of Capt. 
James Colburn, aged 25. 

On Monday evening Jast, Miss Ann Abrams, aged 18 
years. Elsy Thwing, daughter of Mr. Wm. Whiting, 
aged 12 weeks. 

In Charlestown, Mrs. Joann. wife of Mr. David Fos. 
dick, aged 36. 

In Bernardston, Mass. on the 28th ult. Jane Center, 
daughter of the Rev. John Brooks, aged one year and 
nine months. 


In Stafford, Con. on the 16th ult. Mrs, Lucy, con- 
sort of Elijah Johnson, Eeq. aged 47. She wasa truly 
amiable and affectionate wife, mother and friend. 

In Roxbury, on the 8th ult.; Mrs. Sarah Myrick, 
consort of (apt. Benjamin Myrick. Her last sickness 
was of 2 «hort duration. She lived, as a Christian ought 
to live, —soberly, righteously and godly. She was a 
fire: believer in the doctrine of Universal Salvation, 
and met the king of terrors, undaunted. Her friends 
mourn for her but not as (hose who have no hope. 


In Northampton, Mass. on the 20th ult. Mr. Nene- 
miAn WASHBURN, aged 81. Instances are rare in hu- 
man nature, in which the virtues maintain such a stea- 
dy rule over the passions, and so firm a guard against 
temptation, as they have in Mr. Washburn, from his 
youth to the end of mortal life. For nearly halfa 
century he has stood a pillar of truth, united with a 
few, who have long professed to believe in the impar- 
tial goodness of God, mavifested in the Saviour of the 
world, That small company of friendly hearts, at 
which the proud finger of religious scorn has long been 
indignantly directed, and on which blind bigotry has 
unsparingly heaped every obloquy, very sensibly feels 
the loss of one, whose humility and firmness were proof 
against both frowns and flatteries which were designed 
to seduce his heart, and to drive or draw him from 
that pure wisdom of God, which is to some a stumbling- 
block and to others foolishness. But they have cause 
of congratulation in the death of their brother; for as 
he lived, so he died; as firm as the immovable rock 
and as ca]m as the summer eve. 

May it please God to sanctify this bereavement to 
the spiritual improvement of the aged widow, relatives 
and friends of the deceased; and may all his virtues 
live in them, 
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